Where's the | oot from biggest-ever robbery?
$6.7 mllion still mssing but no one's talking

Toronto Star, Novenber 29, 1997

So where's the noney? That's what everybody wants to know five
years after the biggest cash heist in Canadi an history.

York Region police say they don't know where the noney is, but
t hey do know that a bunch of guys got away with $6.7 million in
cash in the 1992 robbery at National Arnoured Car in Concord.

It's a case of where's the cash, says Detective Sergeant Bil
Seed.
Consi der this scenari o:

A di scount arnoured courier conpany is robbed at gunpoi nt of
$6.7 mllion in untraceable cash and $1.6 mllion in cheques.
Al'l the clues point to an inside job.

One suspect, who | ater says police promsed himinmunity,
confesses. It was planned in the food court at Yorkdal e Shoppi ng
Centre, he tells them and everyone was to get a cut. He and
three other nen are arrested. Then, he says, the police renege
on their promse. He changes his mnd and says he nade up the
story in a haze of prescription drugs.

Five years later - on Aug. 25, 1997 - the |ast charges agai nst
the four allegedly involved are withdrawn in a Newrarket court.

But the story is far fromover. Today, the man who was the
driving force behind the nowdefunct conpany is weary of hints
and whi spers that he masterm nded the scam and salted away the
noney.

"It's been hell", says Bill Whyte. The big Englishman - he's 6-
foot-5 - and former York Region police officer controlled
Nat i onal Arnoured, a conpany that noved noney fromstores to
banks at bargai n basenent prices.

Sone of National's custoners who | ost noney in the robbery
recouped it through their own insurance policies. Qhers

| aunched an unsuccessful |awsuit against Lloyd' s of London,
National's insurer, which argued it didn't have to pay out
because National had m srepresented its history to get coverage.



Ll oyd's also argued that it wasn't |iable because the robbery
was an inside job.

The story of National Arnobured is a cautionary tale for York
Regi on police, who publicly learned the perils of basing an
entire investigation on a confession.

Touch the facade of what sone called the perfect crime and it
crunbles, revealing a tale of lies and police bungling.

None of the four men charged in the crime shows any signs of
weal th. They don't want to tal k about the robbery.

The so-called fifth man, the flanboyant one, Wyte, is still out
there, hustling arnoured sports utility vehicles around the
wor | d.

In a matter unrelated to the robbery, Wiyte and an enpl oyee were
charged this week with theft over $5,000 in relation to several
vehicl es their conpany is alleged to have obtai ned wi thout full
paynent .

Nat i onal Arnoured was one piece of Bill Wyte's enpire. He
worked in a warren of offices in a two-storey industrial strip
mall on MI|Ilway Ave., near Jane St. and H ghway 7. In 1990, it
was crowded with the businesses of famly and friends as well as
a dizzying series of Wiyte's interconnected conpani es.

Wiyte's father-in-law, George Fullerton, owned National Arnoured
Inc., which originated under a different name in the early 1980s
when it was partly owned by Wyte.

John Fullerton, George's son, was National's security director.
Whyte's wi fe Sharman, who was George's daughter, ran Prestige

Pl an Adm nistrators, a Wyte-owned conpany that insured

Nati onal ' s enpl oyees.

Al'so in the building was the Canadi an Uni on of Restaurant and
Rel at ed Enpl oyees, which represents Swi ss Chal et workers. Wyte
once headed the union and Frank Ragni, who had been Wyte's

ri ght-hand man for a decade, was its vice-president.

Ragni al so did work for National, arranging | oans and dri vi ng.

Anot her Whyte busi ness, Arnet Arnoured Vehicles, was pronoting a
plan to reinforce vehicles wth fibreglass fromthe inside so
t hey | ooked as normal as the Jeep next door.

But by 1991, Wiyte's enpire was beginning to crunble. Ceorge
Ful I erton was punping much of his life savings into National.



Though Fullerton owned the firm Wyte was very nmuch the man in
char ge.

Ful l erton said he discovered too |ate that the conpany's
financial records were overstated. Despite the noney woes, Wyte
ran a slick operation. H's trucks were painted deep green and
Nat i onal was spelled out in rich, gold-coloured letters.

Hi s passion for things mlitary was evident. National drivers
were inspected daily for the shine on their shoes, the crease in
their pants and the cl oseness of their shaves.

On an overcast Sunday afternoon, on Nov. 29, 1992, a van pulled
up outside the conpany's office. At least $6.7 mllion in snal
bills, plus $1.6 mllion in cheques, was sitting in the conpany
vault. It was noney collected from dozens of conpani es,

i ncl uding Money Mart, Canadian Tire and the Liquor Control Board
of Ontario. A pair of masked, gun-toting robbers tied up two
drivers who were in the building. They | oaded the loot into the
van, and drove away.

When York Region police arrived to investigate, they discovered
two key clues: the vault's tinme |ock, which should have been set
to stay | ocked until norning, was turned off; and the video
canmera that was perfectly positioned to record the crinme was

enpty.

Security director John Fullerton was hauled into the police
station. There, police said, he failed a |lie-detector test,

t hough Fullerton's | awer disputes that. But Detective Ronald
Newt on devel oped a rapport with Fullerton, a thin nman who was
ill with Crohn's disease, a chronic bowel-wasting condition.

One week later, on Dec. 7, Fullerton was back in an interview
room wi t h Newt on.

For the next 43 mnutes, Fullerton gave a detail ed confession of
the crine.

According to transcripts of the confession read at the Lloyd's
civil trial, he told police the conpany was so desperate for
cash it had been stealing fromcustoners' cash bags for nonths.
Fullerton said he and Frank Ragni had stol en about $70,000 with
Whyte's approval. Fullerton called it cash lapping and said
they would return the noney the next day from another custoner's
bag. Wen it becane inpossible to pay back the noney they
decided to rob National itself, he told Newton, according to
transcripts.

VWhyte, he said, would get the bulk of the share. Newt on asked
how t he robbers woul d get their noney. "Um . . . they said
they were going to wait a year or two and then slowy start



trying to create different ways to . . . put into real estate

and different things", Fullerton replied. "I guess Bill would
basically handl e that kind of stuff". Do you have any idea
where they stashed the noney? Newton asked. "I haven't a
clue", Fullerton replied.

According to the transcripts, he identified four others involved
in the crime: Ragni, Ragni's brother-in-law Ni ck Camardi,
National driver Nicolae (Mke) Mazare, and a man he knew only as
" Cosnp"

Ful lerton said Ragni told himhe had consulted with Whyte on the
robbery. Fullerton had no direct know edge of any invol venent by
Whyte. Police noved quickly. Based on information from

Ful l erton's confession and a statenment from Mazare, they
arrested those two, Ragni and Camardi. Cosnbo was never
identified.

VWhyt e was not charged because police had no evi dence agai nst
him Robbery charges against all four were discharged at
prelimnary hearings in Septenber, 1996, due to |ack of

evi dence.

John Fullerton and Mazare were charged with obstructing justice
because they refused to testify against the others at the
prelimnary hearing.

By this tinme, Fullerton was claimng he concocted the confession
whi |l e taking drugs for Crohn's di sease.

He al so said Detective Newton had prom sed himimunity, a new
identity and $400,000 to start a new life, but had reneged on
the deal. He secretly taped his conversations with Newton to get
evi dence of the prom ses.

Fullerton's story didn't win over M. Justice Robert Sharpe, who
heard the Lloyd's civil suit.

In his witten judgnent |ast Novenber, Justice Sharpe said

Ful l erton's change of heart, specifically his denial of cash
| appi ng, was wholly unconvi nci ng.

| find it inpossible to reconcile his assertion that he forgets
everything wwth the claimthat he knows what he told the police
was untrue, Sharpe said.
He also ruled there wasn't enough evidence to conclude that the
robbery was an inside job although the circunstances gave rise
to grave suspi cion.



O Whyte's role as all eged nasterm nd, Sharpe concluded: There
is no adm ssi bl e evidence |inking Whyte to the robbery.

Today, nobody is accused of the crinme. Nobody, at |east no one
who talks to police, has any idea where the noney is. The cash
hasn't been found, the cheques were never cashed.

If a book were witten about the heist (Wyte and John Fullerton
are considering it) it is the Wiwyte character who would win the
| arger-than-life role.

VWhyt e now has a Wb site advertising his vehicles: Chevy

Subur bans, Land Rovers and Mercedes-Benzes with the innards of a
t ank.

"W will make your world safer”, clains ww.aavi.com According
to the Wb page, his enpire has expanded south from Concord to

Fl ori da and across oceans to Russia, Bulgaria, Gernmany,

Swi t zerl and, Pananm, Mexico, the Philippines, Africa, China and
Tai wan. Arnet vehicles' wi ndows are capable of resisting forced
entry, fire bonbing, flying road debris and other projectiles,
provi di ng you and your | oved ones security in a volatile world,
the site says.
Though Whyte spends a lot of tinme out of the country, his
headquarters are still in the Concord office where the robbery
t ook pl ace.

Armet's nane is nowhere to be found outside the office. Atiny
sign on the door offers the nanes Prestige Pl anning

Adm ni stration and Cossack Marketi ng.

The outside office windows are mrrored; an intercomis the only
connection to those inside. On a recent visit, \Wyte hinself
swung open the door and invited two reporters inside.

He is built |like the trucks that he arnours, al nost 6-feet-5 and
nearly 300 pounds. At 52, he's thickening around the m ddle, but
nost of his bulk is packed into nuscle.

Whyte smled and offered coffee. Dark roast was served in white
chi na.

His collection of soldiers' helnmets from Chechnya, Korea, China
and Nazi Gernmany were displayed in the boardroonmis wall cabinet.

He gazed lovingly at the helnmets and shrugged. This is what |
do, he said softly.

Whyte said he wanted to tell his side of the story but wanted
his |lawer's advice first.



H s | awer, Janmes Lockyer, advised himnot to speak to The Star
Thi s week, York Region police charged Wyte and Arnmet enpl oyee
Alan A Wod, 38, of Gakville, with theft over $5,000 by
conver si on.

Police allege that Armet failed to pay $500,000 on 17 vehicles
pur chased from Appl ewood Hol di ngs Inc. of M ssissauga. Police
say the vehicles were outfitted with arnmour and exported

over seas.

Full erton admts Bulgaria trip but says it was a vacation. 1In
the neantine, the four nen charged in the robbery show no signs
of weal th.

John Fullerton, according to his |lawer, is |ooking for a job in
the security industry and lives with his parents in a
Scar bor ough t ownhouse.

Ful lerton recently visited Sofia, Bulgaria, where Wiyte has an
of fice for his arnmoured cars.

Full erton admts travelling to Bulgaria, but says it was
strictly a vacati on.

Ful l erton's charge of obstructing justice was withdrawn in
August for |ack of evidence.

M ke Mazare's obstruction charges were al so withdrawn. Today,
his brother Mark says the famly has | ost touch with him

Mar k Mazare says they lived together until a disagreenent over
noney two years ago. Mark says his brother is living in Florida,
wor ki ng for Whyte's arnoured truck conpany in Largo. "He doesn't
own a thing", says Mark. He just owes me noney.

Frank Ragni still works as a union officer for Swmss Chalet. He
drives every day fromhis hone in Vaughan to the union office in
M ssi ssauga. Ragni lives in a $380, 000 subdivision hone. He
bought the house in Septenber, 1990.

He paid $145,000 in cash and took out $235,000 in nortgages. The
title of his home was transferred to his wife's nane in 1994.
Ragni refused The Star's request for an interview

Ni ck Camardi owns Bowes Steel Inc. in Downsview. Camardi was
hostile to an interview request. |I'mjust trying to get on with
my life and put this behind ne, he said, his voice rising. "
don't want any of this in the paper. Do you know what | nean?"
Camardi certainly doesn't appear to have benefited fromthe
crime. The 32-year-old just bought a Maple hone that is nearly
al | nortgage.



He took out a nortgage of $286,250 on a $320, 635 hone in a
treel ess new subdi vi si on.

"This ruined ny life", Camardi says. | have no i dea what
happened to the noney.

John Struthers, John Fullerton's |awer, has a pretty good
guess. "Any $20 bill fromthe robbery could be in your pocket or
m ne", he says.



